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Artist’s Statement 

 
The Witness 

 
The Witness is a recent series of color photograms created over multiple exposures onto a single sheet of film as 

stacked glass objects are re/arranged. 

 

Various potential interpretations of "witnessing" are signified beginning with the circular nature of the images 

referencing the iris and pupil of an eye. Light-sensitive film records, and therefore "witnesses", the accumulated 

exposures onto its singular flat surface. Once developed, an image contains multiple moments extending the typical 

duration of a photograph into a kind of temporal collage. 

 

As metaphor this series can imply a different kind of "witnessing" or perhaps the self-awareness one may experience 

during altered states of consciousness. “Seeing yourself sensing” or "separating one's self from the story" are ways to 

describe cognition of thoughts, feelings, or even visual sensations. Some of the photograms in this series are similar to 

visualizations I have had while practicing pranayama or meditation. 

 

Aside from any metaphysical states, a “character", "eye", or "expert” witness can be used to testify in legal proceedings. 

The presence of an “observer” or witness itself as a factor cannot be entirely separated from causing some degree of 

impact, quantum mechanics experiments question "objective" reality itself as a debatable concept– and yet 

observational data forms the foundation for so many bodies of knowledge we rely on. Regardless, the images in this 

series have been created by a blend of multiplicity, chance, and light in equal measure to my agency in the process. 

 

Biography 

 

Doug Fogelson studied at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago and Columbia College Chicago. His works are 

exhibited with esteemed galleries and museums and included in collections such as The J. Paul Getty Center, Los 

Angeles; The Museum of Contemporary Photography, Chicago; Center for Creative Photography, Tucson and 

Staatliche Museum für Fotografie, Berlin. Fogelson has been recognized by The Brooklyn Rail, Photo District News, and 

AfterImage among others. Aside from creating art Doug founded and directed Front Forty Press, an independent arts 

focused publishing imprint, taught in the Photography Department of The School of the Art Institute of Chicago and 

currently serves as President of the Board for Filter Photo.  
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